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The stories of charities and community groups find their place with the We Act campaign  

Online celebrations mark one year of the We Act campaign 

The We Act campaign, which aims to raise awareness of and celebrate the 34,000 community and 

charity organisations around Ireland, marks its first anniversary on October 27th, 2022 with a social 

media celebration, sharing stories and videos online.   

The campaign was launched last October and uses positive stories to break down misunderstandings 

about Irish charities and put faces to the work they do. 

The rescue boat operator, the fundraising coordinator, the hospice volunteer, the disability advocate, 

the after-school club director – they are our family, neighbours and our friends. Often we do not know 

they’re part of the community and charity sector in Ireland, We Act wants to change that. 

Madeline Campbell, We Act Campaigns Officer says, “We want our campaign to give staff, volunteers, 

and entire communities a much-needed morale boost and we want everyone to feel the charity and 

community sectors belongs to them because it really belongs to all of us! Every time we listen to our 

local radio station, see a beach clean-up, or take part in a fundraiser we can see that these services keep 

our communities thriving.” 

Anniversary highlights 

In the first year of this campaign 

• We Act has held 15 training series with facilitators from BBC, Canva, Squarespace, Irish Times, 

and The National Lottery upskilling those in the sector and building confidence to tell their own 

stories 

• Launched the website, social channels, and the Good News Gazette – a monthly digest of good 

news stories and highlights from the sector  

• Opened the doors of charities and community groups on Culture Night showcasing their intrinsic 

value to Irish society and direct link to Irish culture  

To mark the anniversary, groups across the country have been sent an anniversary toolkit to take part in 

the digital celebration – adding We Act to their website, promoting the campaign on social media, and 

sharing what they love most about working in the sector.  

Dónal Kearney, of Grow Remote, speaking about his organisation’s involvement with We Act, said 
“Grow Remote is committed to creating a social impact through remote employment, enabling people 

http://weact.ie/training


to work and live from anywhere in Ireland. Taking part in We Act this year helped the Grow Remote 
community mark 4 years of local impact since its very first event in Tralee in September 2018.” 
 

“We’re all about facilitating remote workers to participate in their local communities. Getting involved 
with We Act was a great way of building community and we look forward to creating social impact 
across Ireland together in future.”  
 

Joanne Dunphy Allen, who featured in the We Act Good News Gazette, spoke about her experience as 
the National Secretary of the Irish Countrywomen’s Association, trustee, and volunteer coordinator. “I 
don’t do it for the thank yous, I don’t do it for the gold star, I do it to give back. I’m very privileged to be 
part of a beautiful community, I’m very privileged to be able to give back.”  
 
She continued, “and well done to everyone involved [in the campaign], keep up the good work. It's so 
wonderful for all types of volunteering to be acknowledged and recognised. Thank you for celebrating all 
the wonderful volunteers!”  
 
Amy Woods, Communications and Advocacy Manager at Volunteer and member of the We Act Steering 
Group said “on our anniversary, we’re reflecting on our progress so far while also looking forward to 
another year of showcasing stories from the sector, reaching even further, and shedding light on the 
incredible, but often-forgotten impact of volunteers and staff around the country.”  
 

ENDS  

Contact: Madeline Campbell, We Act Campaigns Officer; Email: madeline@wheel.ie; Cell: 0876442466 

Notes to Editors  

About We Act: We Act is a public awareness campaign to promote the value and impact of the charity 

and community sector in Ireland. The campaign is being managed by a coalition of charities and 

community groups, led by Boardmatch, Charities Institute Ireland, the Disability Federation of Ireland, 

Dóchas, The Wheel and Volunteer Ireland. 

#WeAct 

Find out more at www.weact.ie or find our newsletter at www.weact.ie/subscribe 

Follow on Twitter (@WeActIreland), Instagram (WeActIreland) and Facebook (WeActIreland) 

Spokespeople: Volunteers, trustees and workers from the charity and community sector have offered to 

share their story of why they do what they do. We Act spokespeople Madeline Campbell and Amy 

Woods are available for interview / comment. Madeline is Campaigns Officer for We Act and Amy 

Woods is Communications and Advocacy Manager at Volunteer Ireland.  

Photos available upon request. 
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